Next morning the papers carry front-page stories. The gossip
columnists, the voices of society and Broadway, and the radio
gossipers, fill pages or radio networks with chattering descriptions
of the most glittering golden horseshoe in the history of the
Metropolitan,
vni
With no foundation for its authority, the Social Register has
become the only authority nominating aspirants to society. For
little apparent reason it may sometimes classify only one member of
a large family. There seems to be no accounting for its dictates.
Inclusions and omissions are made for inexplicable reasons. This
chronicle will spurn a certain lady for years, and like New York
society itself, may accept her overnight.
Comparatively few people know about the real New York society,
for it refuses to allow its names to make news. These respectable
families, tolerant of others though convinced of their own priority,
lead traditional lives of "culture" much the same, if perhaps more
conscientious, as those of the aristocracy of any other capital. They
are in no way especially typical of New York. They do not allow
their lives to be arranged by the street. They live in their own houses,
have their own possessions, their silver, linen-rooms and cellars.
They go to church on Sunday, do charitable work, play bridge,
listen to music, give dinner-parties, go to balls and take their valuable
paintings with them from their New York homes when they go for
the summer to the country. They are punctual, and it is bedtime at
the end of the concert. The children very likely speak German as
well as French, and unmarried daughters are heavily chaperoned.
These people seldom are seen at restaurants, their photographs do
not grace the papers. They do not buy their flowers at florists. On
the side-table in their libraries will be a basket of tapestry wools
and a historical biography.
In New York the young girl "makes an official debut'5. The
Junior League takes her in hand. Miss Cutting arranges her parties,
every hour of her day is planned, and her parents and family are
completely crowded out in the artificial social rush. Americans
love entertaining, and it comes easily to them. An additional cachet
is added to a party by a fresh European visitor. New arrivals are
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